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NOTE FROM AWIA PRESIDENT       
Thanks to everyone who joined us at the AWIA Annual Conference at Sanctuary Cove in late August.  We hope you all enjoyed 
the conference and by all accounts received it was a great success. 

Clearly the business trading conditions over the past twelve months have provided challenges for most of our members, suppliers 
and associates.  We hope the coaching, networking and new skills developed over the conference will assist you all in success-
fully charting your course for the next twelve months.  Following on from the conference, OneSteel has kindly offered to host a 
course on the new PPSR regulations.  Members are encouraged to contact OneSteel if they would like to attend.   

In the meantime Secretary, Brian Mullarvey and Director, Malcolm Michael will have a full agenda 
ahead of them working on a number of new standards and raising standards’ issues for our products 
with Local Councils and interested parties in the industry.  If you have any issues or concerns please 
contact Brian and Malcolm. 

The next opportunity for our members to get together will be our Christmas functions. You will receive 
an email with full details shortly.   I look forward to catching up with you then.                            

       ��������������������������������������������������������  
          AWIA President 2012 

ATO TAXABLE PAYMENT REPORTING FOR THE BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY 

As part of the 2011-12 Federal Budget, the government announced the introduction of taxable payments reporting for businesses 
in the building and construction industry. 

The aim of the system is to improve compliance with tax obligations by those contractors who are currently not doing the right 
thing.  The information reported about payments made to contractors will be used for data matching to detect contractors who do 
not: 

· Lodge tax returns  
· Include all their income on tax returns that have been lodged 

From 1st July 2012 businesses in the building and construction industry need to report the total payments they make to each  
contractor for building and construction services each year.  These payments will need to be reported to the ATO on a Taxable 
Payments Annual Report. 

Who needs to report? 

You will need to report if all of the following apply: 

· You are a business that is primarily in the building and construction industry 
· You make payments to contactors for building and construction services  
· You have an Australian Business Number (ABN) 

On the ATO website a long list of examples are given as to what constitutes building and construction services. FENCING is one 
of the occupations and work activities that satisfies the definition of building and construction services.  Members and fencing 
colleagues are urged to consult your tax advisor to ascertain your requirements in regards to this new procedure. 

More information can be sourced from the ATO web site. 

               www.ato.gov.au/content/00313486.htm  
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 NEW SOUTH WALES 
FENCING CHAPTER 

At our July meeting we 
welcomed Glen Plummer 

from Dunn & Farrugia and Peter Willis 
from Fencefab.  

After running for approx. 18months, the 
group revisited its Mission Statement and 
our newly revised Mission Statement is: 

· To develop and promote the use of 
Wire, Steel and Tube based fencing 
products 

· To promote education and training  
programs to ensure the future  
sustainability of the industry 

· To develop higher standards and  
promote excellence in the construction 
of wire, steel and tube based fencing  
products 

· To provide incentive and support for the 
development of new wire, steel and tube 
based fencing opportunities. 

To be the authoritative voice for our industry 
it was decided to broaden the focus of the 
group into the steel fencing area and to 
include both manufacturers and installers of 
all types of fences.   

A working group is busily working develop-
ing an industry standard for high security 
wire for inclusion into AS2423 or as a stand 
alone standard.  Another group will com-
mence working on an industry standard for 
steel fences, focussing on school fences, as 
no standard exists for this type of fencing. 

Our next meeting is in September. 

����������������	�����������������	�����������������	�����������������	�
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA  
FENCING CHAPTER 

AWIA Director, Malcolm  
Michael has planned to visit a 
number of Melbourne Councils 
in late September to discuss 
with Council officers some of 
the advantages and  

operational savings these Councils have 
made by making the installation of  
perimeter residential temporary fences 
mandatory.  

The feedback from these visits will be  
presented to officers of several Perth Coun-
cils when Malcolm visits Perth in October to 
lobby for the WA Councils to follow the path 
of East Coast Councils in making the provi-
sion of temporary fencing mandatory on 
residential sites as well as commercial and 
industrial projects. 

Malcolm will be in touch to organise a meet-
ing of temporary and permanent fencing 
companies in Perth in October 2012. 

       
The Association would like to welcome the  
following new members: 

 
         FENCE WORKS 
Peter Wojtczak has been  
involved in the fencing industry 
for over 30 years, in more  
recent years as the proprietor 

of Fence Works by the fence men.  

Fence Works is located in Melton to the west of 
Melbourne.  Peter’s company supplies and  
installs both residential and commercial fencing.   

Local government sporting projects have been 
significant in Fence Works’ continued growth. 
According to Peter the rapid industrial develop-
ment in the Western suburbs has also provided 
many commercial fencing opportunities. 

Contact Peter at:   
              peterthefenceman@hotmail.com 

 
SECURA FENCE & 
    FABRICATION  
 
Secura Fence and Fabrication is situated in 
Hackham a southern suburb of Adelaide.   
Secura has been a supplier to the fencing  
industry in South Australia for over 10 years. 

The company both supplies and installs a wide 
range of fencing products to commercial and 
local government customers including chain 
link, welded mesh and tubular fencing. 

Peter Jagminas, Company Director, says as 
well as supplying manufactured fencing prod-
ucts, in recent years the company has in-
creased its fabrication capacity to manufacture 
a range of tubular products for schools including 
handrails, bike racks and storage enclosures.  

Secura services clients throughout South  
Australia.  

Contact Peter at:  peterjagminas@bigpond.com 

 

 VICTORIAN  FENCING 
   CHAPTER MEETING 
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Tower Hotel, Hawthorne on Thursday 15 th  
November 2012.      

                                  ��������		��
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Fencing Members  
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SUB-CONTRACTOR AGREEMENTS FOR  
FENCING INSTALLERS 

 
M&K Lawyers are currently preparing  
a sub-contractor agreement for the 
engagement of fencing installers for a 
consortium of fencing members.  

Michelle Dawson, Senior Associate 
Workplace Relations has given us an 
update on the status. Michelle says 
they have been in contact with each  
of the members who have thus far ex-
pressed their interest in having an 
agreement prepared.  According to 
Michelle, the general indication from 
those discussions is that there is some 

confusion about just what is a contractor as opposed to an 
employee for each of the relevant purposes and just how 
different the answer can be depending on which govern-
ment body or agency you are asking.  In most cases a 
properly drafted agreement will assist to discern a contrac-
tor from an employee and will be an important tool in  
determining that the nature of a particular relationship is  
of principal and contractor, rather than of employer and  
employee. 

Initially the consortium consisted of Victorian members.  A 
number of fencing members in other states have now ex-
pressed interested in having an agreement prepared taking 
into consideration legislation and regulations applicable in 
their own areas. 

Members interested to hear more about these agreements 
contact brian@wireassociation.com.au or  
michelle.dawson@mk.com.au  

 



 

Standard AS1725-2010   
Anomalies in Fencing 
Specifications 
In recent months members of the Victorian Fencing  
chapter have participated in an awareness campaign to 
assist architects and specifiers in revising their chain-link 
security and sporting specifications in line with the  
Australian Chain-Link fencing Standard.   

Already several landscape architects have agreed to  
modify their specifications to reflect the standard once 
anomalies have been pointed out to them. 

The key to success has been that the Association, not  
individual tenderers has pointed out to the specifiers the 
discrepancies.  

Members are urged to notify Secretary, Brian Mullarvey  
if they receive documents specifying compliance to the  
Australian standard which have clauses and items that do 
not comply.  

Among the most common discrepancies identified are the 
post spacings, confusion in specifying PVC diameters and 
the wall thicknesses of posts. 

               Email:  brian@wireassociation.com.au  

  FENCING 
INDUSTRY SNIPPETS 

  

      Bekaert’s Australian 
              Appointment  

Bekaert International has recently  
appointed Darren Edmunds to the role of Sales Manager for its 
Australian wire operation.  Darren brings to the role an extensive 
range of experience in industries such as Petro-chemical, Oil  
& Gas and Mining and has worked in Steel Manufacturing  
businesses previously.  

With over 20 years of experience working in these diverse  
industry types, Darren says he’s “looking forward to growing an 
already successful business here in this country and working 
closely with current clients”.  

He is also looking forward to expanding the Bekaert product range 
into new and untapped markets. Darren will be managing the  
entire Bekaert product portfolio nationally. 

 Email:   darren.edmunds@bekaert.com  

 

    

McNamara Fencing Appoints 
         new General Manager  

Phil Kurmis, the newly appointed General 
Manager McNamara Fencing, will experi-
ence a professional life change when he 

takes up the reins at McNamara Fencing.  Phil, a qualified lawyer 
and charted accountant, previously worked in the corporate insol-
vency and reconstruction services prior to this appointment.  

McNamara Fencing, one of Adelaide’s oldest fencing companies, 
has been supplying and installing chain-link fencing in South  
Australia since 1954. Over the years the company built up an  
enviable reputation as leader in the installation of sporting  
chain-link and commercial fencing.  Many of Adelaide’s tennis 
courts, cricket enclosures and baseball back-drops have been 
installed by the company.  Tubular fencing and industrial sliding 
gates make up the product range now being manufactured at their 
Reynella, South Australian factory. 

Email:  phil@mcnamarafencing.com.au  

 

Hurricane Wire Products is  

                  Moving 

Chain-link and rural products manufacturer, 
Hurricane Wire Products, has announced it is 
moving from its Woodridge production facility 
to the Brisbane suburb of Redbank. 

General Manager Tim Taylor, says “we are leaving a piece of 
history behind considering that a wire business has resided in 
Geonic Street for so many years”.   Prior to Hurricane occupying 
the site, Geonic Wire occupied the site making Queensland’s first 
galvanised fencing wire in the late 1980’s.   

Tim says they are moving to more efficient premises and will  
continue to manufacture quality Australian product for the rural 
and security fencing market. 

Email:  timt@hurricanewire.com.au  



RETIREMENT OF WARWICK 
HEATH FROM ONESTEEL 

Warwick Heath, well 
known industry   
personality, retired 
from OneSteel in 
March 2012 with over 
40 years’ service in the 
wire industry in plants 
around the country.  

Warwick commenced his service with  
Australian Wire Industries (BHP) at their  
Geelong wire mill in 1970.  He later joined 
Smorgon Steel and for a time ran the 
Geonic galvanised wire plant and Cyclone 
Rural facility in Brisbane.  In the early 90’s 
he was involved in setting up and commis-
sioning Smorgon Wire’s mill at Laverton.   
In later years Warwick held the position of 
Quality Assurance Manager at the Smorgon 
Steel Mill in Melbourne.   

The Wire Association wishes to acknowl-
edge Warwick’s significant involvement 
over many years in developing and revising 
the Australasian standards relating to the 
wire and fencing industry.  

Warwick’s expertise will not be lost to the  
industry as he plans to continue on a part 
time basis to assist in the commissioning 
and upgrading of wire and manufacturing 
plants.  He is currently in Ecuador, South 
America, commissioning a galvanising plant 
on behalf of a German machinery  
manufacturer. 

AS/NZS 4389:1996 SAFETY MESH  

The AWIA is supporting a review of the 
AUS standard covering the supply and  
installation of roof safety mesh. The pro-
posal has been compiled by Sue Dobson, 
Sales & Marketing Manager of Australian 
Mesh and is endorsed by a number of other 
industry stakeholders. 

Roof safety mesh is the preferred method 
for fall prevention on the majority of  
commercial buildings. 

AS/NZS 4389 specifies the minimum  
requirements for the design, manufacture, 
testing and installation of safety mesh for 
use in domestic, commercial and industrial 
building applications. 

Since the standard was gazetted in 1996 
some aspects of industrial building con-
struction have changed. The spacing of  
roof purlins in large commercial projects 
has increased and can be spaced up to 
3600mm centres.   It is suggested the  
current lap fixing details do not take into 
account these changes.  The proposal  
requests new fixing details be included in 
the installation instructions to ensure that 
the mesh is correctly installed and the risk 
of injury is minimized. 

More info:sue@australianmesh.com.au  

SPRING TRAINING 
COURSE 

The Association was very 
pleased that through the efforts of Director 
Malcolm Michael and national committeeman 
John Guest, a three day spring course was 
conducted in Newcastle in July 2012. 

Eminent “Spring Expert” Mark Hayes came 
from the UK to conduct the training course 
which was well supported, 38 delegates  
attended, including a number from four NZ 
spring companies. 

The workload over the condensed course 
was intense; topics covered all aspects of 
spring design, material composition, manu-
facturing process control and prevention of 
spring failures.  Mark, an enormous wealth of 
knowledge, answered many questions from 
participants throughout the 3 day course. 

The Association is indebted to OneSteel for 
providing the venue and great catering for the 
course.   Special thanks to Ross Smith and 
the crew at OneSteel for the Mill tour, a high-
light for many of the participants.  Feedback 
from the course was good, many asked when 
the next course would be held. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        More information: John Guest  
             john@jubilee-springs.com.au 
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Wire Members  
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